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Water is said to be soft if it has a low concentration of calcium and magnesium ions in it, while hard
water has a high concentration of calcium and magnesium. The minerals in hard water often react

Definition of alkalinity: "The buffering capacity of a water body; a measure of the ability of the water
body to neutralize acids and bases and thus maintain a fairly stable pH level"

It is hard to "put the squeeze" on water Water is essentially incompressible, especially under normal
conditions. If you fill a sandwich bag with water and put a straw into it, when

Welcome to the U.S. Geological Survey's (USGS) Water Science School. We offer information on
many aspects of water, along with pictures, data, maps, and an interactive center where you can
give

In scientific terms, water hardness is generally the amount of dissolved calcium and magnesium in
water. But in layman"s terms, you may notice water hardness when your hands still

Looking at water, you might think that it"s the most simple thing around. Pure water is practically
colorless, odorless, and tasteless. But it"s not at all simple and plain and it is vital for all

Dissolved oxygen (DO) is a measure of how much oxygen is dissolved in the water - the amount of
oxygen available to living aquatic organisms. The amount of dissolved oxygen in a

Hard water can be softened at a fairly reasonable cost, but it is not always desirable to remove all
the minerals that make water hard. Extremely soft water is likely to corrode metals, although it is
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pH is a measure of how acidic/basic water is. The range goes from 0 to 14, with 7 being neutral. pHs
of less than 7 indicate acidity, whereas a pH of greater than 7 indicates a base.

See the USGS map of water hardness (as calcium carbonate) in surface water of the United
States.Under the Safe Drinking Water Act, primarily administered by the U.S. Environmental
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